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never been fought, the purely local problem of
friendly supervision would long ago have been
solved Even with these two sinister elements to
deal with, which have destroyed mutual confidence,
much has already been accomplished. A considerable
growth of trade has recently been noted, and in
certain areas where barren desert existed before
rich crops now flourish under irrigation.
Dr. C. Colin Davies, in his book called The
Problem of the North-West Frontier (i 890-1908), has
a revealing passage, which will repay a careful study.
"The British,'1 he writes, "could have made a
solitude and called it peace. They could have adopted
the methods of General SkobelefF in his campaign
against the Akhal Tekkes and massacred the
Frontier tribesmen. Then it could have been truth-
fully said that the last vestiges of border turbulence
had disappeared. But on the whole we have been
merciful, . , . In the early days, murders were
daily occurrences in the Peshawar District. This is
no longer the case. On the contrary, tribal rights
and customs have been respected'' (p. 167),
I have already noted the exception to this last
phrase, which Dr. Davies himself acknowledges in
another place.
"In February, 1921," he writes, "it was pointed
out in the Indian Legislative Assembly that the
policy of the Government of India had always been
one of non-interference. . . . This statement of pohcy
cannot be accepted^ (p. 181).
I have italicized the last words, which are signifi-